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10 rising stars build Colorado's fashion
reputation
Emerging talent: Ten fashion labels are tailoring a following and building the Rocky
Mountains' reputation for style innovation.
By Suzanne S. Brown
The Denver Post

POSTED: 10/15/2009 01:00:00 AM MDT

The fashion industry in Colorado once was mostly about snow and
cycling gear. Not anymore.

From fine jewelry and upscale kids clothes to custom handcrafted leather
bags and organic cotton shirts, the range of fashion products and
companies has grown. Many of the companies are small and home-
based; others employ dozens and sell abroad, as well as domestically.

Ten such labels and two retailers will be recognized Oct. 23 when
Fashion Group International of Denver hosts its biannual Rising Star
salute to designers that have been in business five years or less.

While none of these Colorado labels threatens to knock Marc Jacobs or
Donna Karan off their fashion pedestals, they're earning a following,
even in a tough

economy.

They're doing it through careful
targeting of their market and by
using a variety of means to reach
their customers, including online sales and trunk shows, sponsoring
athletes, and using blogging and social-networking sites such as
Facebook and Twitter.

"I've been really surprised at the innovativeness of the design field here
in Colorado," says Elaine Mariner, executive director of the Colorado
Council of the Arts, a division of the state's economic development
office. She was a judge in the Rising Star competition.

"There's a unique aesthetic that merges the Western theme with what's
hip and trendy. Colorado has a high concentration of creative
occupations, and that's extending to fashion design."

Another judge, Jim Stevens, owner of The Garment District, was
impressed with the variety of fashion companies starting up. "Some
seem to be thoroughly at the top of their game on how to bring their
goods to market. They're thinking through the reaction retailers might

have to them selling online, for example."

The emergence of a fashion community locally has followed expansion of the music and art worlds, says
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Carol Engel-Enright, who coordinated selection of the award honorees.

"Companies are targeting niches and finding an audience," she says,
whether they're focusing on pregnant women who want to keep doing
yoga and other exercises, as Born Fit is doing, or skaters and
snowboarders who want individualistic urban wear like the styles
produced by DVLP clothing brand. Engel-Enright is the internship
coordinator in Colorado State University's fashion design and
merchandising department and regularly sends students to work for such
companies.

So why aren't the companies seeking their fame and fortune in New
York or Los Angeles, with much larger fashion industries? "The quality of
life here is attractive," she says, and the ability to source materials and
manufacture lines has improved, so the companies are staying in
Colorado.

Suzanne S. Brown: 303-954-1697 or sbrown@denverpost.com

Rising Star Awards

The Rising Star Awards, presented by Fashion Group International of Denver, will be held from 6-10 p.m.
Oct. 23 at Mercedes-Benz of Westminster, 10391 Westminster Blvd. A reception and silent auction will be
followed by an awards program and fashion show. Tickets start at $50 for general admission ($25 for
students). Proceeds will be used for fashion- student scholarships and educational outreach programs.
Reservations at blacktie-colorado.com/rsvp, event code: risingstar or call 720-341-9896.

A dozen to watch

Designs from the following individuals and companies will be shown on the runway at the Rising Star
Awards, and one company will be chosen as the 2009 Rising Star:

Art wearable: Susan Kiely, SK Designs, Women With a Cause; womenwithacause.com

Jewelry: Andrea Li, andreali.com

Dresses: Stephanie Ohnmacht, Smooch; smoochstyle.com

Women's sportswear: Lisa Welch and Julie Hill, BornFit; livebornfit.com

Custom design: Maureen de Haan, Denver Couture; denvercouture.com

Outdoor/activewear: Phoebe Stapleton, Sierra Designs; sierradesigns.com

Urban/streetwear: Rustin Coburn and Noah Price, DVLP Clothing;developclothing.com

Children's wear: Hollli Gibson, LamanBlu; lamanblu.com

Accessories: Eulanda Sanders, Yo-San Studio; yosanstudio.com

Men's Wear: Josh Holleb and Jesse Sapir, Totem Industries; totemindustries.com

Retail Winner: Mona Lucero, monalucero.com

Interior Design Winner: Jeanne Connolly, Vintage Renewal; vintagerenewal.com
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One rising star this article missed is Brandi Shigley and her crew at Fashion Denver.
Brandi and Fashion Denver have done so much to bring great local designers, artists,
and consumers together to celebrate fashion and ingenuity. Brandi and the crew host
fashion markets - fun and eclectic events that feature a wide variety of local designers
and merchandise - like the one at TAXI this last weekend. 
Hats off to these other designers too, but Brandi deserves recognition for creating and
enhancing Denver's fashion culture for sure.

Motha F | 11:37 AM on Thursday Oct 15

       Report Abuse

» View all this article's 1 comments

1. Use the "Report Abuse" link when necessary (you don't have to be a member, or be logged in to
use it)

2. Keep it clean and respect others — don't use language you wouldn't use with your parents
3. Read the Post's Article Commenting Ground Rules here (link will open in a new window)

» SHOW OLDEST COMMENTS FIRST (CURRENTLY NEWEST COMMENTS ARE FIRST)

» View all this article's 1 comments

» Jump to the latest comment
» Bookmark this article
» Subscribe to this article's comments

MORE FASHION HEADLINES

Impress We Can: Michelle Obama and friends mentor
Denver with a side of fashion

The Chain Gang: Today's hot jewelry links high style,
affordability

Fashion steps up at Starz film fest Style File: What's in store

Style File: It's PH8 Fashion Calendar

Fashion designer honored for her skill at child's play Style File: Show biz

Style File: Lash out Style File: Designs on Arts Week

Fashion Calendar Designers channel TV's hottest shows

Fashion key for men now: Buy less, but buy quality Style File: Makeover mavens

Style File: Bold shoulders Style File: Paint it black

Fashion Calendar Denverite's handbags pack style, not labels

Doctor used her own experience to create cosmetics
line

Style File: Leather report

Style File: Flash into fall

Style File: A place for makeup mavens Style File: The eyes have it

Fashion Calendar Glove me tender

Obits | Denver | Feeds | More

Rockies | Avs | Nuggets | Preps | RSS | More

Husted | Movies | Music | TV | RSS | VideoDENVER & THE WEST

Man sought in six Denver robberies

Weld County builder convicted of racketeering

Denver council committee considers medical pot regs

SPORTS

Broncos' Orton sits out practice, but hopes to play

ENTERTAINMENT

Starz Denver Film Festival: 3 Questions for Victor
Fabrizio

32nd Starz Denver Film Festival: 3 to see today

Peace superstar Rigoberta Menchú Tum set to take the
stage

http://neighbors.denverpost.com/memberlist.php?mode=viewprofile&u=85933
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/viewtopic.php?p=1089392#p1089392
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/memberlist.php?mode=viewprofile&u=85933
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/viewtopic.php?p=1089392&postvote=up&no_increase_views=1#p1089392
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/viewtopic.php?p=1089392&postvote=down&no_increase_views=1#p1089392
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/abuse_report.php?1089392
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/viewtopic.php?t=13562052
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/groundrules.php
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/viewtopic.php?t=13562052
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/viewtopic.php?p=1089392#p1089392
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/viewtopic.php?t=13562052&bookmark=1
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/viewtopic.php?t=13562052&watch=topic&start=0
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13802230
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13802230
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13802181
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13802181
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13777571
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13765362
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13765359
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13765361
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13714761
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13714775
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13714773
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13714774
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13714784
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13671623
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13662697
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13662707
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13662708
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13662709
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13662706
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13612151
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13612113
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13612113
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13612123
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13612125
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13612127
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13612126
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13612124
http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13562161
http://www.denverpost.com/obituaries
http://www.denverpost.com/denver
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds#news
http://www.denverpost.com/news
http://www.denverpost.com/rockies
http://www.denverpost.com/avs
http://www.denverpost.com/nuggets
http://www.denverpost.com/preps
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds#sports
http://www.denverpost.com/sports
http://www.denverpost.com/husted
http://www.denverpost.com/movies
http://www.denverpost.com/music
http://www.denverpost.com/television
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds#entertainment
http://denverpost.hollywoodpreviews.com/
http://www.denverpost.com/news
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_13817720
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_13817644
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_13816704
http://www.denverpost.com/sports
http://www.denverpost.com/sports/ci_13815656
http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment
http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment/ci_13802132
http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment/ci_13802132
http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment/ci_13802135
http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment/ci_13802204
http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment/ci_13802204


10 rising stars build Colorado's fashion reputation - The Denver Post

http://www.denverpost.com/fashion/ci_13562052[11/18/2009 8:57:45 PM]

Penny Parker | Tech | RSS | More

Columnists | Letters | Cartoon | RSS

Arcade | Crossword | Sudoku

Sunday

In a landslide, Rockies' Tracy wins NL manager award

Rox sticking with the skipper: Tracy gets 3-year deal

BUSINESS

EchoStar names new CEO

Stocks slip on technology, housing numbers

Obama warns of a 'double dip' recession

OPINION

Editorial: Slow down on marijuana tax

Editorial: Transparency is key to campaign finance laws

Vincent Carroll: McInnis no political renegade

WATERCOOLER

Utah teen to challenge citation for McDonald's rap

Indoor marijuana farm found near LA police station

Miss. toddler, 2, helps mom give birth to brother

Denver Five Star Hotels
Find the lowest prices on hotels in
Denver & save today!
Denver-Hotels.hotelicopter.com

Boulder Running Company
Get reviews for this Clothing Store & find
local Shopping
Coloradosprings.Citysearch.com

Colorado Senior Living
Active, independent retirement living at
The Academy.
www.theacademyboulder.com

Ads by Yahoo!

All contents Copyright 2009 The Denver Post or other copyright holders. All rights reserved. 
This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed for any commercial purpose.

Advertise | Archives | Contact Us | Ethics Policy | E-mail Alerts | Mobile | Privacy Policy | Web Feeds | RSS | My Yahoo | Site Map | Home Delivery | Viva | Terms of Use

Our other sites: Boulder Daily Camera | Boulder's Colorado Daily | Broomfield Enterprise | Sterling Colorado Journal-Advocate
Estes Park Trail-Gazette | The Lamar Ledger | The Fort Morgan Times | Brush (Colorado) News-Tribune

Privacy Policy  |  MNG Corporate Site Map  |  Copyright

http://www.denverpost.com/pennyparker
http://www.denverpost.com/technology
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds#business
http://www.denverpost.com/businessheadlines
http://www.denverpost.com/opinioncolumnists
http://blogs.denverpost.com/eletters
http://www.denverpost.com/keefe
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds#opinion
http://www.denverpost.com/arcade
http://www.denverpost.com/arcade/ci_3539672
http://www.denverpost.com/sudoku
http://www.denverpost.com/sports/ci_13815656
http://www.denverpost.com/sports/ci_13815322
http://www.denverpost.com/sports/ci_13815784
http://www.denverpost.com/business
http://www.denverpost.com/business/ci_13815250
http://www.denverpost.com/business/ci_13814180
http://www.denverpost.com/business/ci_13814523
http://www.denverpost.com/opinion
http://www.denverpost.com/opinion/ci_13809692
http://www.denverpost.com/opinion/ci_13809694
http://www.denverpost.com/opinion/ci_13809717
http://www.denverpost.com/watercooler
http://www.denverpost.com/watercooler/ci_13819172
http://www.denverpost.com/watercooler/ci_13819021
http://www.denverpost.com/watercooler/ci_13816726
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html

http://www.denvernewspaperagency.com/adcenter/
http://www.denverpost.com/archives
http://www.denverpost.com/contactus
http://www.denverpost.com/ethics
https://secure.www.denverpost.com/registration?rPage=register
http://m.denverpost.com/
http://www.denverpost.com/privacypolicy
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds
http://feeds.denverpost.com/dp-news-breaking-local
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/my/atm/DenverPost/News Breaking/*http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http%3A//http://feeds.denverpost.com/dp-news-breaking-local
http://www.denverpost.com/sitemap
http://denverpostcustomercare.com/ZipCheck.asp?PageName=newstartstep1.asp&Pid=3&PageDisplay=P
http://www.denverpost.com/viva
http://www.denverpost.com/termsofuse
http://www.dailycamera.com/
http://www.coloradodaily.com/
http://www.broomfieldenterprise.com/
http://www.journal-advocate.com/
http://www.eptrail.com/
http://www.lamarledger.com/
http://www.fortmorgantimes.com/
http://www.brushnewstribune.com/
http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/layout/html/privacypolicy/privacypolicy.jsp?siteId=36
http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/layout/html/sitemap/mng_sitemap.jsp
http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/layout/html/copyright/copyright.jsp?siteId=36

	denverpost.com
	10 rising stars build Colorado's fashion reputation - The Denver Post


	9mYXNoaW9uL2NpXzEzNTYyMDUyAA==: 
	form1: 
	keywords: Search
	aff: [1100]
	searchbutton: 


	9mYXNoaW9uL2NpXzEzNTYyMDUyAA==: 
	form6: 
	c_comment: 
	commentsubmit: 




